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AN HISTORIC CEREMONY,

OH Saturday, June 3th, 1915, at Blanchetown, His Excellency the

Ciovernor of Soulh Austealia fald a stone marking the site
of the first lock and weir, which Is to be constructed as part of
a general scheme to conserve the waters ol the River Murray
for the purposes of irrigation and navigation,

This Lock will be known as “ The Wiltiam R, Randell,” after
ong of the pioneer nmavigalors of the Murray. The ceremony has
been justly termed an epoch-making event for Australia, and to
mark the importance with which it was regarded, a representative
and influential party, comprising members of the Federal and Inter-
gtate  Parliaments, journeyed. by rail and river from Adelalde to
the site at the invitation of the State Ministry.

In addition to His Excelleney the Governor {Sir Henry Galway,
LG, DS, the members included the Prime Minister ol
Australia (Hight Hon. Andrew Fisher, P.CY, the Premier of South
Australia (Hon. Crawford Vaughan), the Federal Attorney-General
(Hon. W, M. Hughes), the Premler of Mew South Wales (Hon W, A,
Holman), the South Australian Commissioner of Public Works {Hon,
Harry facksan), the Commissioner of Crown Lands (Hon, C Goode),
amd the Minister of Industry (Hon, R, P, Blundell).

This Souvenir -is issued to commemorate the Inauguration of
the work, and serve as an official record of the events

The Adelaide daily press gave considerable prominence to the
proceedings, and the lollowing extracts are frem the published
reports of the speeches.







AT THE LOCKE SITE.

O arrlval ot Blanchetown the Commizsioper of Palilie Works maked
His Hxeolleney to place tho stono in pesition, and prosented him with =
silver-mounted mallot, made of Scouth Austrafian wool, similar to that
being isol o consection with the lock,

Alr, Jackson said the ocemsion was, perhaps, the most memprable in
the history of South Australin,  Por mosy years something in the direc-
tion of what was piw boing dooe bnd boon eontamplated, Tut as ofton s
they hud expecbed to pecomplish something lownrnds conserving aml utiliz-
ing o witer 'of the Muoareiy for the purposes Nature bud intondod, just
as often had their hopes been blasted by Gekly forbune,

Captain Sturt's Discovery.

His Excolloncy said =—As My, Jackson remarked,; this is a very notablo
dlay in the history of Bouth Australia, and I pm proud indeed that it
should have falles toomy lot to be enllsd apon to lay the fiest stone of
the first lock of tho River Murrsy locking system. It is to mo a tre
mondons privilege, nnd [ rather think that 1 hove duked into peeforming
the ceremony, 1 wish in ono senso the bonor conld Bpyve fullen to the
lot of my illustrious prédecessor, Bir Day Boeanguet, after the splendid
work hedid in thizs State, From the Murray licking system a vast desl
is expeeted in conmestion with the future welfare of our State.  The
William K. Randell Loek iz ono of six to be ercoted in South Apstenlia,
pnd one of b system of 35 locks in all. The poténtinl henefits
theae locks wre going to eonfer upon Sceuth  Austealin  eopnot
wioll be enlonlatod =i thin stmge, but they nroe withont doobi
going to bo. very considernble,  The soccess anleondy  obinined
in the reclaimed freas DLolow Mapnum is s precties]l and on.
CONTRTING |"_'.TJ;I.I:I'I.P|D' af the wenlth thot liea nhend of s o= Tepre-
pented by the Murray lands; If Charles Btuet eould ooly be
with us toalny bis eup of sutinfmetion would be brimming over. 1t I8
#5 years now snee that [ntrepkd cxplorer unlocked to the world the
birgest river syntem in Australin,  In that wonderfol boat journey from
the manth of the Marmambidges to the sea and back Start and bis galloot
companions rowel o less thon 1,70 miles—the Songest boat jourmey on
recond. That was oot the only record in thoe oxplorer®s great achiove
muent. It wpa the rllmil-l]l‘l kit of {‘::l:pluring work pvor dane, nod ¢osl
the Governméent £206, loss ¥]d., an example of rigid ecomomy that 1T am
surd will appeal to Ministors! These levks, oneo constrocted, will ensors
snffieient wnler both for n.n.'n'lgnl]u:u nnal lrri:“'n.HUU LT ik, The Mur-
ray zottlors are a fino fype of colonist who, given the chapes, will maka
things hom,  The Murray lapds ore wery fortile, provided suffieient !
witer ke available for irrigation purpeses, The persibilitios are enormious,
It 5 ertinented that over G006 aeves can be reclnimed and irelgited on
the Murray bankz within the South Austrelino bonmdney. During the
Into deought, which, thank God, is o momory of the past, the reclaimed
ureas botwern Mopoum and Toilem Beod were veritnble oases in thio
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dosert, nnd yet they are only o beginning of what i confilently looked g
for, As Mr. Dovid Gordon stated in his cxecllont publiestion, ' The
Nike of Austrolin,'* the arid satore of Avstralia ls earieatured by unin-
formod poople, - Thore are many rivers in this great continent whoss
wabers nro waiting to bo pot into use In opler that the produeer, amid
thereby trade, may bencfit enormously. ‘I be hornessing of this great
etream ks swbout to be commanced by the creotion of this lock, one of n
carefully-thought-out systom.  The Murray is, we hope, going to come
into its own by at last playiog the part it was meant to In developing
the States through which it flows; amd it s 0 matter of grent gratifieation
to two of the three Btates comcernsd that the Governments of thoss
States have come to o determination to put, if posible, the waters of
this mighty river to their beat wes, so that sach State shall be boneflbed
thorafrom o the atmost.  The ]III.PFJ.' aprovamat come to by the States
reforeed to is greatly strongthened from the fact that tho wise states-
manship which formulated the Murrny wators scheme hns the strong sup.
port of the Federal Government,  The seheme may, thorefore, be said to
b mationnl, and n that happy fact you have the Kevatouo of the futore
eneee:s of thi great omlortaking we are potting into motion to-day, As
the lechs are erccted, nmd nn this gramil stresm i85 bitted and beidled anil
ot nmlor, eontrel, pew  provioees  will  spring  up, and  the now
woaste lands of this vt Commonwealth will bo converted, uns
timé goes on, inte  green  pastores,  wheat  lands,  and
archands inhabited by a virile race of progressive anid prosperous people,
The faith to do and dore which inspired Chorles Stort and the ol
plomoers of Austrolin still animntes the hearts of theic descondunts,
the men omed women of tedoy, snd with that knowledge we
Irok  with confidenee to splendid successes resulting from  the
offorts pow  being  made b develop  the great  wotersbod of
the Muorrny River. To salisfy surselves that the grit of the
makers and  founders of this besutiful lond has been  handed
down to thoir sons and their sops’ sons todny wo Bave only to look
to the Dardooolles, whero Anstralio 's mankood bos eovered itself with
glory and renown that will o imperishable and will form s glorious
and ingpiring chapter in the history of the British Empire.  And how
prood we are of our soldiers and sailors, whose gollantry and forti-
tude might well form the sabjeet of on opic poom such na Homer's
Hlind—which Iliad, too, was wrltten in conncetion with the sioge of
Tray, an ancient town situnted not very far from where oour mon nre
sow driviog the Turkisk host out of Europe.- In conelusion, T would
expross, if 1 omay, my humble commendation that the Murray locking
syatem has been so prranged that every possiblo benefit shojl be
seeured, mat paly for irpigntion, but al=e for navigation. Hy thai
sreapgement nob only will waste linds be turned inte fortile flolds,
hut alsa the nataral watorwny of o vast sres will bé used as the trade
route it was inteoded for,  The Morray is Bonth Australin's groatest
pesgel, nnd we foew rejoles in the kope that it 8 about to be fully
duaveloped.
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r The Foundation Stons,
His Excelloney then vapped the atone with the mallet and declarea
it to be waoll pod fruly lald, 1o the aceompaniment of ringing chesrs.

The Premier's Speecch.

The Promior (Hon, Crawford Veughan, M.P), in moving a vote of
thanks to the Governor for havieg performed the ceremony, congrata-
lated His Excelleney upen having tuken s leading part in what would
by future gencrations be rogorded as an historie event, Long yenrs
of discussion and of proerastinntion on the groat question of locking the
.Hﬂ.l‘l‘l.:r‘ 1.&_1.' brhimel I:.|:I|:||:|'|.r anel nhend was the hq]:l'ri_{‘rr timg of definite
aotion.  Throughout the nges the life-giving waters of this splendid
slranm, nftar :ht'l!:ing their way diwn thoosinidsd of miles of chnnmel
trom Kosciuako ti the gondt, Tenel 1|m|1-|:i.|:-|l themaelvig unflt.g.uly wm Bk
the Lroad bosom of the Soothern Ooenn, there to e mergod forever
with the rolling surges.  Aluig the banks of the great witerwny lay
thee rich red sands, the boX flats, and the shallow Iagoons, that by the
mogic towch of mun’s productive gendus might be turied inke verdant
pastures, fourishing orehards, and happy settlements.  'The arbiteary
lines of Btate division had, however, brod interstats joalowsy and mis
undorstanding.  As onrly a8 1887 8 Hoynl Commizzion woas appoeintoed
by the Eouth Austrolisn Governmont, with the How. J. H, Howo as
chairmon, to congider the gqoestion of the nllozntion of the wators of
thi Murrny between New South Wales, Vietorin, and South Avastrilis,

. This Commisgion weas merged into an Intorstate Cominsizsion in 1902
to mnke o full inqufrj nnil ot Sgoneerning the sonservation nnd
distribotion af the weters of the Muormy and its tributaries for the
purpises of irrigation, aavigation, and water supply.'’  Thot. Com-
miggion recommended the construstion of storage worke st Com:
beroona and Lake Victorin, ind welrs af the Muorerny Mouth, the sost
of which shonld be: borne in cqoal shares by the three States, and o
weir anid hesdworks nt Bungowannnh, to bp peid for by New South
Woles and Victorin in oquol shares.  The recommendntions plse io-
eladed a first instulment of n eomplete locking scheme, from Blanche
town to Wentworth (whieh it was suggested the Federnl Government
might b indaesd to carey out), and the pgppomtment of o permamend
Commission to comtrol the waters of the Morcay amid its tributarics,
Further sgrecmoents were dmwn ap in 1003, 10040, awd 1907, but it
wng nob until 1008 that Anality secmed to be reached, when thoe Pre
miers of the three SBtiates signed an agreement that was to be sub-
mitbed to the varions Parlinmenta for approval. The monsure posscd
the second rending of the South Aestrulisn Parliament, bot woforto-
potely was not procesded with in New Sowth Woles nod Victorin, The
1908 agreement provided for the appoistment of & permonent Biver
Murray Commission to comtrol everything comcerning the Murrny
wators, that the Lake Vietorin storsge works and two locks and woirs
in the Murrny. should bo constrosted and paid for in oqunl sharea by
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the three States, omd that n total yearly volome of sixty thoosund
million cubic feet of water shoubd be delivered st the boondory of
Bouth Austrnlin, subject only to reduetion in yonrs of low disohnrjgoe.
It was not until 1910 thot suthorisation was given to the Murray
Weorks Aet, under whish the William B, Bandell Lock woas now baing
comstrneted,  That mossure also aotherised the constroction of the
Lake Victoria works, and two weirs and locka in the Murray, subjeet
to the consont of thoe Statea of Now Sooth Wales and Vietorin, and
aleo tha constroetion of o aystom of locks pnd weirs from Hlunehe-
town to the boundory. In ordor to carry out this great undertaking
Bouth Auvstrolis cngaged the services of Major Jehnston, of the Corps
of Engineers, United States Army, and through the courtésy of the
United Heates Government, he wos wllowed to visit Bouth Australis,
It was wpon Major Johnaton’s plans, reports, and esthmates that this
work wns being enrried out, In 1911 an agroemant was arrived st
between the three States, under which authority was given to SBouth
Australin to proceed with the Loke Vietoria scheme, subjest {0 the
consont of the Parlisments of Now South Wales and Vietorin, The
fute of this agreement was Hko' thot of its predecessors. It perished
in early infonsy, o cold and indifforent world permitting i to die of
negloet, Detormined if possible to resist the blandistmesots of logal
procepdings, Sonth Australia made omo Inst dospernte effort to reach
n finnl golution of this long, contentions trouble, and kn 1813 tho Iast
pgreement wne born,  Three States and the Commonwenlth ndopted
the role of godfather of this losty infant. The agreéement, which
hnd passed “‘Heylla'* of the Now Sonth Waled Parlinment, was now
meking & dangorons voyage pust the ! Charybdiz'" of the Vietorian
Assembly. When that danger had beewn safely nnvigated it woald
b nll plain saiting, as he did not anticipate any difficulty in the
mensure passing throogh the Commonwealth Parlisment nod the Legis-
latire of South Austrolin. Having explained tho principal features
of tho agreement, the Promior said bo wished to make it quite clenr
thnt the Ipek, the eonstroetion of which waz now ahout to begin, was
not being built in snticipation of the agreemont of 1013, but was o
work thot had *“becn in hand for the past five years,'*  Iis constrne-
tinn would not confliet in any wny with the terms of the lnst settle-
mont, but it should go to prove that Scuth Australin wis in earnost
on this mnttor. It was felt that the last word of compromise hud
heon spoken, They had given all that they dared to give in justice
to the citizons and to posterity. It might be thought that Houth
Aunstralin had been too insistent in its elnims for the State’s share of
the wators of the Murray, and had laid too mueh emphasiz upon the
subject of novigation. He eondidly eonfessed that South Australiom
ropresentatives bod too often allowed the greater questhon of irrign
tion to be obscured by the ery for & novigable river.  Terigntion and
navigntion wore not in conflict with each other. One could not be
seeured withount the other; but, in his humble opinion, if either had
bo give way, it mecessarily must be novigation that muost take the

_—
n

e







s e e o

{

I secondary place. At the present time Routh Australin hod no less
than 280906 aeres nlong the valley of the Marray ander interse ool
ture, and if the aress pow being deslt with, and the echemes con-
templated batween the bouadary aod the Murray Mouth wore included,
thoy hod & grand total of dHMLAGE acres,  Last year, when the fow
state of the river threatened the settlements with ruin, impro-
vised pand-bag embankmonts bad to be built to store frosh water for
the pumping plants ot Mildurs, Renmork, Waikerie, und Boerr.
Lower down the river the pooplo had to be content with watering
thoir luserme with salt ‘water, trusting to the loaching process of high
rivers to take the salt out of the seil. It would be seen thon that
Bouth Australin wos making no ompty bonst when she presched the
gospal of irrigation, and earnestly requestod the othor States to come
into line with bor in tho development of this Nile of Austrolin, Lake
Vietorin wos o ostural storage busin, which with the trifling expon-
diturs of loss than £200,000 could be made to store 22.000,000,000 qubic
feat of water, which wos only. onc-thivd less than the capacity of
Burrinjuck itaelf. Lake Booney offéred itsslf as anothor siorego
busin which the construetion of logks would enable them to ubilive, -
aod each lock weuld throw back the waoter to s height of 10£L,
thus Eeeping the river fresh and full for mony months longer than it
otherwise gould be. At the same time, thoy must nover forget that
m locked river, though of Inestimoble valpe for irrigaticn purposes,
could ke modo nnvigable to boate drawing Gfe Gin. on considernbly
less thon one-seventh of the quontity of wator that was now required.
The Government wore considering also the advisability of following
the cxumple sbown by the Duteh in the reclamation of the Zuyder
oo by reclaiming Lakes Albért and Alexandring as for os procticable,
It would be invidious te particularise the efforts of any particnlar
peat Minister in the work of utilising the waters of the Murray.
Among thoss whoe had taken a lending part in the deliberntions in this
mutter were the Hon, J. H. Howe, Mr. Bimpson Nowland, the inte
Toen Peies, Mr. Justice Gordos, Sir Richard Butler, the Hon. A, H.
Peuke, the Hon., J. Vorren, aed st but not least, the Hon. P. Me)M,
Clynn, and the Hoo, Doevid Gordon, whose lnbors in thoe causo of de-
vilopment of the River Murray had been uncemsing. Just ns the turn-
ing of the sod on the Enst-West line bore witnoss to the foture de-
votopment of the interior of Avstralia’s vast continent, the ceremony
thet doy st Blanchotown opeped the door to the futore utilisation of
the resources of the Murruy. It wabered in o pow orm of detivity
aod enterprise,  The imegination seull scarcely conecive the fulure
that awnited Avstrnlin when these placid woters wore horscased o
man's use. Then would the solitary ploecs be made glod, ond the
desort hlossom me the rose. For what the Tibor was to old Boma,
whot 'the Mississippi was to Amerien; what the Mile was te Egypt,
thia and more he bolioved the Murray was destined to be to gonors.
tions of Australines yot uabors,
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Support from the Prime Minister,

The I'rime Minister (Right Hon, Andrew Fisher, P.C.) sabl be wis
glnd to bave the opportunity to second the vote of thanks so ably
submitted by the Promier. Ho had been made happy by the references
in the speeches to the abundinee of water tho heavens semt to that
portion of Australis, bat it had almost made him sad te think that
thoze bounties had- for so long been wllowed to run to wasto, He did
not belong to their State, but he felt just as wermly for the peaple
o he did for the people of his own State.  That should be the spirit
of every Aunstralinn.  He hoped noe available opportunity would be
lost by the State or Federal Farlinments to prevent the woaste they
had heard so much about, whether there were differences of opinien
between sections of the Australinn people or not. It wos an economic
waste that sould not be justified either to themselves or to any other
pirt of the world., Without eatering into any political controversy, he
might suy that 25 years ago he woas one of a numbor whe had tried
to draft o politicnl platform, and the second plank of that platform
wasg ‘' Consetvation of water and irrigation,’”  That plank and ides
had beon allowed to lic dormant too long,  He hoped the people would
awiken to their opportunitics and intorests. The time might soon
areive when o grent mnss of poople might be seeking o new heme, and
why shonld they not have that home by their beautiful river, and in
such n hoalthy elimote. If Auptralians cxercised their wille mnd
intentions in & practicsl and sound way there should Be abundant
opportunities offered to eitizens of the Commuonwenlth, He woulid use
all his infuwenee, and would even abet those who were desirous of
utilising the bounteous rnins that foll either in South Australia or nny
other Statoe if it would incrense the prosperity of the people. 1t
wna with the greatest of pleasure that he thanked His Execlleney for
Iaying in position the foundntion-stone of the frst AMurray lock,

Interstate Co-oparation.

Afbor oxpressing plensure gt being able to-support the vote of thanks
to the Governor, the Premier of New Bouth Wales (Hon. W. A, Holman )
eaid it was with a great amount of persopnl interest that he found him-
kelf there to take =ome part in o mest memornble ceremony,  The sctund
echicme under which It was hoped the task of conzerving the witers of
the river would wltimately be carried ont throwghout itz whele length
bore his signature, aod in this regand o striking theught bad eceurred to
him at that moment. It was perhaps an ovideneo of the rapidity of
changes in the political life of Australin that of the four hemuls of Govorn-
ments which bad signed the agreement last vear he was the oply one e
maining in office,  Mr, Cook had been replaced by Mr, Fisher, Mr, Whatt
bv Sir Alexnnder Peacock, and Mr. Poake by Mr, Vaughan,  Hoe coulil
only regand that an o further indication of the gentle spirit and gene
rally pacifie noture of politics as they were earried on in the mothor
Btate, Their less fortunate neighbors wred up all their encrgies in rows,
In New Bouth Wales the Parlinmentarinng concentrated the whole of
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their anergics in furthering the good of the people.  An cecusion sach 9
a8 thoy wore taking purt in wos o striking indication of South Austm
lin"s detoermination to sueeced.  Now South Wales stood to benefit as
mueh by the Murray lockipg schemo o= did- South Australin,  Already
Noew South Wales bl embarked on a gigantic irrigation scheme, based
o the watirs of the Mormmbidges, but the fmteranl settlomont of the
lopg-standing logal differcoces nbout the wolers of the Muorray would
permit his Btate to join with Vietorin in eneryiog out an irrigation
sebivme that would be bwiee a8 Inrge in results ns Burcinjuek, At Cum.
boeroonn thoy would, after kaving ssttled their diforences in rogard o
navigation on the lower roaches of the Murray, be nble W consiruet &
reservelr which would pormit two mroas eneh the zsise of the Burrinjuck
sehoma to be irrignted.  One was on the nortly aod o on the seuth side
of the river, nod 5t was estimated that ot leost fram 15000 to 20000
people conld bo settled on cach of these,  Neeesinrily estimatos of that |

kil were vague, but the figures he had quoted had been prepared by
those who wore in s pocition b judge of the success of the sehame, [t
wie o grenl work o which ' Souih Awstralis lod vow cmbarked, bot he
Tolt thot he could ccho the sentiment of His Execlloncy the Governor in
regarid to being in at the finlsh of things, far e wan miraly followling
where his prodeceszors had paved the woy,' Howover, he rejoiesd that in
history “his namoe would e szsocinted with thoe sehomo as one of the
signutories to the agresment which made it possible for the grent work

to be enrvicd out. Ha eongratulated His' Exeolloney and South Aus.

tralin on' the day % great event, It was an event that would be loaked
upnn by His Excellency in years to come, and by himself aisg ns some
thing with which they were pleased to hove their opmes copneeted, 1t
wad without a doubt o #tep in the groatest and mest benaficent of pablie
undertakings that had ever been carried out in Austrilia. Those pioneers
who had made it posdble, and who had worked so hard to bring it about,
desorved the warmest congratulations on their unflagging tndustey nmd
#pirit.  Looking back over the whole period of her history he could see
no single moment when Australin was confronted with so gigantic o stop
forwurd in material dovelopmant as that which they hod witheesd,

Utilising Wature's Faorces

Mr. J. W. Billson, M.ILA. (Vietorin), said he haoped the agresmeni
would e earried, but be wns ot guite sure whether e houli Ry im =
present form,  Mr. Holman had teld them thot ke wos over-renelod in
tho matter by Mr. Glynn, bot §ho Vietorian representative affirmed thad
ho wnas ovor-reached by the represeptative of Now Sonth Wales,  Vie
torin. wis now considering the agreement, Bat Bouth Australia hnd oot
considered or determined it. 8o, although the Poarliument in his State
wns oo bit Inbe, it was nevertheless before the Parliament of Sonth Aus
tralin. Mo disagrévment, however grave, soold justify the folly of allow-
ing facilities for navigation and ireigation to go to woste, this Ieaving
people destitute of thoss apporionoitics which they could have wore the
forces of Nature harnessed for tho wes of mon,  Ile tresbed that the
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- resnlie of the agreement would be all that was anticipated by the framers.
Pemonally he regrotted that mon in the past hod not beon sufficieatly
statesinanlike to recogniso their doty, ond had oot permitted lands and
wator to be ultilised in the noturnd and most beoedleial way,  He adided
hiz tribute to His Ezxcelloney for the work performed that day. He
hoped to ses hundreds of neres of the lamd now useless placed under irri-
gation, and ent up inte small bloeks in the fotore, and their own peopls,
who were lnnguishing for want of lands to coltivato, settled on them,
audding to their own happiness and the prospority of Australis.

Of Inmterstate Importance.

The Hon, . B, Bees, X.LC, {Vietorin}, spid it gave him pleasurs to
b prosent and join in eelobrating thot great event, but he regretted that
mrmbers of the Victorinn Ministry wore oppacently too busy atteniding to
imporiant duties In Melbouros &0 make the journey, South Awstralia
was Innugurating o work that was of the greatest importanee to Vie
torie:.  He, however, a2 a residont on the Murray in Vietoren, anid n
psor for irrigation of that grost stresm, was, presont to express the hope

that the work now being inauguratel to conserve the water might be
i ghrried right theough, and that it wonld tend—ns he knew it would—to
the development of the grent Mureay Valley, adding te the wealth of
the wholi distriet o that resch of thoe river betwesn Mildora and Echuoea,
It would do probably more for the people of Vietorin than any other
work pow in progress or In sight.  To desl with the question of the
agroemment would, of conree, be controvorsinl, and they wore not there for
controversy, but to deckore that that great necessity was foreod opoen
them by the vnprecodented drought, during which the Murray copsed to
flow mround Swan Hill, the water right nlong the stream becamo undriok:
|'|‘|;|'||'\lI mmil B hm\'i]y 1||1-.t¥nd with mineral o the South Austenlinn mll.-l:hl:”
that i had lssom Hmimnui'l:l-n for m breakidown of the lesomative mE'i:lm
which broaght him over. The position was so. seriows when roin hold
off that they ought to have the great river harnessed amd the wolor
gtorel, By conscrvation they shoold seck to aceomplish whoat Natare did
not do for them, and have in Bhe upper reschos of the rivers reserves
that eould be allowed to flow down in pericds of stress and deficioney, and
which would eriate o sufficiont amount of witer s0 that there would be
io fuilure in the irrigation schimes,

Mow Chapter In Australian History.

The Federal Attorney-General (How W. M. Hughes) remarked that he
felt like s superffuous supornumernry on that platform, ns he come, at
best, but tooecho the sontiments of those gontlemen who had proceded
him, Apy man who hod had the privilege of coming ap the river and
saoing ik for tho frsd tima as he kol thot day could bot rejoies from the
bottom of his heart to think that the notuenl possibilitics that had beon
passing the doors of the peopls for ages wers ab leogth $o bo made wee
of.  They were nt the beginning of a new chapter of Avstraling history,
a chapter That wae to introduce quite 4 pew el The Marray woulid da
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for Australin what the Nile had done for Egypt.  When the Nile was
low tho Inod wronsld was oodesert, bot whom the river o high the samo
Inwl was o Goarden of Eidew Al that water bad done for Colorndo,
Arizonn, and Californin, it wonld do in South Awstralin.  His Exeelleoncy
bl mecomplished hiz gront work io oo owny exguisitely . worthy of the
wetion and be was privileged to support the vobe of thanks in biz favor.

Confidence in the Scheme,

Sir Richard Butler said he was pleasel to joln the other speakers in
thankiog His Exeolloney for placing in position the stone that would fix
the site of the William B Randell Loek, named after one of the honored
pioneers and one of the earliost traslers on the river,  The Governor’s
npme heneeforth would be elosely pesocintod with the work, whicl was
ong of supromd mognibude, of the greatest importancd, and of far-
reaching and ovor-ipereasing sdvantago to the people of the Common-
wonlth—ithe eontrolling aml utilising to tho fullost degree tlie witers of
this groat river and its tribotaries; the oo grent wator highway of Aus-
tralin, pesotroting ioto thoe interior for over 3,000 #iiles Thoupgh His
Excollency would not be in Bouth Austrolin long enough to see the whols
work on hir river completed, o would b2 ablo to wntel its progress, nod
rejoiee with the peoplo of the State If in the next few weeks tho AgTe-
ment arrived at last vear was mtified by Vietoria, South Australia, and
tha Commonwealth Parliament. Nothing in bis pohlic eareer of searly a
quarier of a eentury wonld give him (8ir Richard Butler) greater plea-

‘surg than the aeeeptanee anl mtification of an agreement nrrived at aftor

over B years of diseussion,. The conforenco he attended in Melbourne
lust yemr was the second at which he had boen presont as o representative
of South Australin,  The first was with Mr. J, G, Jookins, and the
Inst with Mr. Peake. AR IJI'DIHIH}" wnh the exae with the uﬁpr TCJERi-
sentatived, thoy did not get all they would have liked, He thaught, how-
ever, that aftor last yvear™s conforonce thore was n unanimoos agHinhin
thut the lines agresd on should be peeeptod. Mo thought Mr. Holmon,
who hnd been present ot that conferonee, woulll mgroo with that. In
fact, ha had given evidenee of it by passing the Bill embodying the
ayrroement through the New Sonth Wales Parliament without amendmont,
and he wished to say how much ho approcinted the attitule adopted by
Mr. Griffith, then Minister for Public Works In New Sonth Wales, at the
conferonee,  This waa the attitude South Austealia had alwnys takon,
amd what better evidoneo coulil be bad in justifiention of that’ stnbament
than the fact that per eapita this State would spend £4 to svery £1 spent
by the two other States,  In mddition, Bouth Australin would also have
to fave the difficult problomis confronting it botwesn Blanchotown and the
Murray mouth,  They were not navigationists only, but what thoy
dish eontensd wos that navigation and irrigation were one and indissoluble,
anil that by assisting one both were assinted, He was glud Mr, Pishor
wis with them, especinily ns he hnd sssured them that his party would
honor the promise made by Mr. Cook at the Iast conference, and that the
Fuloral Parliunant wonld share with the States the cost of the work,
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This cost was put down at four and o quarter millions, bat this sam
was only problematical.  He was hopeful that the work could be carried W
out at well within that amount. The estimate of the cost of the 17

locks in Vietoria had lsen inoreased by about ene million, and the South
Austrulian estimnte, earafully propared with the assisinoes of two ox-
perionesd Amorican engineers, romained about the same as bofore, As
the loeks should prove miuch more costly in this Btate, whore the river
was mueh widdr, e thought they coulidl only assume that the mmount put
dewn o the agreement would not be required, and in any savings made
ull the Btates would participate,  Before conclwding, he wished to apolo-
iz for the absenco of Mr, Simpson Newlamd, the Chairman of the River
Murray League.  Mr, Nowland appreciated the courtesy of the Gavern.
mant in inviting him fo b present, but his medical adviser would not
consent {0 his making the jonrney.

Hig Excelloncy Thanked.

The Commissioner of Public Works conveyed the thanks of the gather-
ing to the Governor, and in responzs His Excelleney maid ho would wateh
the progress of the work with the grontest interest and sympathy. In
counoction with the Murray londs, which would be pareolled out by
dogress, ho only hopal that the Gevernmont would have some scheme by
which the splendid men now fghting for King and Emplre would] be able
o got lond on casy torms.

At too conclusion of the eeremony the assembloge rave rencwed
cheors for the Governor, the Prime Minister, the Promior, and the
Australinn horoes on Gallipali,
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LOCKS AND WEIRS.

(Particulars Supplied by the Engineer-in-Chisf, MMr. Gralam
Stewart, M. Inst. CUE.).

The innugurntion of the system of weirs and locks by the constroc-
tion of the fArat of the sories at Blanchetown, to be known as the
Willinm B, Randell Weir and Lock, will prove of immense benefit not
only to the settlers amd traders on the river, hut to the State and
Commonwenlth ns a whole,

An ngreoment has been drown up and signed by the Promicrs of
tha riparian States of Now South Woeles, Victorin, and Sooth Aus-
tralin, and tho Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, which anthorises
the conatruetion of large storage works for the regalation of the dow
of the Murray River and tributaries for the purposes of irrigation-and
novigation, nnd alse of o system of navigation weirs and locks in the
Murray ae far se Echuen, and in the Murrumbidgee as far as Hay,
or, alternntively to the latter, in the Darling River as for ns an
pquivalent oxpenditure will allow, This agreemént has been ratified
by the Parlinment of New Bouth Wales, and is now before the Parlia-
ments of the other two Statez, nnd after being ratifled by them will
be: submittod to the Commonwealth Parlinment for the same porposs,
There is o very gosd reason to beliove that the agresment will be
fevorably considered by all the Parlinments.  Prior to the sgree-
ment having been drown up, South Avstralin had decided to proeeed
on her own nceount with the construetion of the lock systom within
hor own boundaries, to provide a minimum depth of Gft. Gin. of water,
and, ‘subject to an agroement with New Bouth Wales and Victorin,
to extend the system as far as Wentworth, in New Bouth ‘Wales; and
to construet the Lake Vietoria storage works. :

Bonth Awstrolin bos spent o large sum of money in making the
nogessury surveys and deing exploratory work, which sre most im-
portant preliminaries to undertokings of this deseription, and the
investigations have been completed and a design prepared to give
permanent navigstion by the building of locks and weirs to control
the river ns far s Wentworth, in Now Soath Walea

The weirs designed for Bouth Australia on the adviee of Mnjor
E. N. Johuston, Corps of Engineers, 1.85.A, whose services wero ob-
tained throuph the courtesy of the Govermment of the United States
of Americn, will have n lift of from 1000 to 100t so that prastically
pone of the flats adjoeent te the river will be submorged, but the
raised water Jovel will redose the Bift of water to be pumped for irri-
gation purposcs, nnd in some eases the weirs will net as diversion
waorks for flling stornges anid channals,

Ly




The portion of the lock system to be carried out by Bouth Australin
compriscs nine lecks aud waoire, six of which will be situnted botwoen
Blunehotown and the Stute hnun-dl.rj' undl three between the State
boundary ond Wentworth. Mo, @ lock will wet as s diverting weir
to direet the wator inte Lake Wietoria, which will be converted inte
o lavge storage, containing ZE0000000M4 cubic foot, for the regula-
tionn of the fow of the river. This will fnagre ""'*'-'l'l:'h' of water for
irrigntion, n& well a8 water for the lock system, nnd it may be wall
te state here that the wator roquired to maintain n losked and per
manently novigable river is o mero fraction of thal necessary to pro.
vide for navigition in an opon river, thus rendering a much lnrger
volame of water available for irrigation purposes than wouald other-
wise DBe the enss, without injury to nnvigation.

The woir will consist of two parts;, viz,, the ' navigable pass'' and
tho ‘‘sluiees. '’  The former, which is 199ft, in width, will be entirely
removed doring high river poriods, and remain open for navigation,
The step logs, which in low porieis sro ploged between the aluice
pisrs to form the weir, will nlso be removed, the only obetroetion loft
in the river being the piers themselves nnd tho loek wolls,  In low
river pericds the navigable pass nnd slulees will be closed, and novi
gotion will be carried on through the locks,

Very eareful consideration has been given te the matter of deter-
mining the size of the loek chanber, with a view to mecting presont
end future requirements, and o size, ML wide and 275ft, long betweon
the gates, hns been Hl]:ﬁll-tl!d. It s q.rll:il:i[m.l&ﬁ thnt whan the river
is made permancntly novigable bopts of the most modern design for
both possenger and freight trofe will reploce many of the older
vesscls now in use

The question of earrying out works on the lower pertion of the river,
with a view of prolonging the period of freabiness of Laken Alexon-
drina and Albert, and alao to provide s harbor as o means of com-
muniention between river wissels and ocean-going  wessels, 15 now
rocoiving the very caroful comsiderntion of the Governmont.

The whole of the work conmected with Bouth Avstralin’s partion of
the scheme §s being carried out by the Efginedc-in-Chief’s Depart-
ment, snd the copstruction of the Willinm H. Randell Losk ia wnder
the immediate supervision of Mr R. C. Cuotting, 8B, AMABCTE,
who wad angaged in America for this purpose on ascount of big large
cxperiones of similar works.
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