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Transvaal 

Welverdiend 

September 6 1900 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I now take the pencile in hand to write you a few lines to let you know that I am well. I am 

at Welverdiend now we have been on the March ever since we landed untill about a week 

ago we are having a rest here fore a while there are only about 40 of us here the rest have 

gone on to Pretoria we are going there shortely. we have had a pretty hard time since we 

have been out here we havent had a bit of bread since we we landed only hard bisquits. We 

have had Seventeen Engagements since we came out we have had five men killed and 

thirteen wounded out of the fourth Contingent one of them is going to be burried today 

Trooper E Mitchel he was shot dead while on a patroll they ran right into the Boers before 

they saw them and they opened fire on them there was only five of our men and there was 

fifteen Boers so they had to retire and they shot him dead they dident hit any one else they 

cant shot much they are better at a long range than a short one I have had the dust 

knocked in my face from the bullets they have gone jolly close to me at times I had my 

horse shot from under me War isent a very nice game there are better games than war but 

still I dont mind it I like it alright I could shoot Boers all day its good sport. there is some 

talk about us going to England after the War I hope they do take us there I might go home 

if they dont take us I would like to go to England before I go back. we havent had a letter 

since we landed I am longing to get some knews our Contingent is terrably scattered now 

we had three men killed in one day it was a big battle we had that day that was the day my 

horse was shot we were nearly captured about 30 of us they tried to cut us off they got 



  
 
 
within a hundered yards of us. I have got a very good horse now. I have been in every 

engagement so far the bullets has hit all around me they have gone within a few inches of 

me but they cant hit me they are bad shots. remember me to Elle tell her I will come and 

see her when I get back if the Boers dont kill me before then. I wouldent mind going to 

China for a while to fight the chows it would be better than fighting the Boers. We had to 

go out last night and search all the houses for about six miles out to see if there was any 

boers in them we had to search every corner and under the beds and every little place we 

started out at eleven Oclock and got back at five oclock in the morning but we dident catch 

any of them. the Boers dont like the Australians at all they call them all sorts of names they 

say they would sooner fight two Englishmen than one Australian you must excuse the 

paper being dirty it is the only envelope I have left this is all the news this time remember 

me to all. 

 

I am yours truely 

 

Trooper E. H. Magor 

 

South Africa. 
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